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The Honor of Treaties. 

We would wish for America that she might exem- 
plify the highest ideal of honor in all her dealings 
with fellow-nations. But what is this highest ideal? 
Who practices it? Where shall we find its illustra- 
tions? 

In starting our search let us remember that, after 
all, the nation is the individual writ large. We com- 
mence with a certain moral basis applicable to a 
single man. We say that it is also applicable to two 
or three or a dozen men, or a thousand, or perhaps a 
million. There is no point we can fix upon between 
one and infinity where wrong and dishonor become 
right and honor. To say that one million men, by 
calling themselves a nation, can honorably do that 
which one hundred thousand men not calling them- 
selves a nation may not do, individually or collect- 
ively, is to allow ourselves to be deceived by a name. 
Honor must consist in more than a collocation of 
letters. It must be innate in the act, and neither 
created nor destroyed by the numbers engaged in the 
act. 



If this be true, honor can best be understood by 
studying the individual. If one man may do the 
thing which is honorable, one million men, follow- 
ing in his footsteps, will be neither more nor less 
honorable than the first man. So, on the other 
hand, if we wish to determine whether the act of a 
nation is dishonorable, let us merely ask whether 
the same thing done by an individual would com- 
mand our respect? 

If we accept the touchstone indicated, we will no 
longer be dazzled by the high-sounding adjective 
"national" prefixed to the word "honor," as if "na- 
tional honor" were something entirely different, 
something possessing an occult interpretation, ren- 
dering it no longer consistent with the simple word 
"honor." We must recognize that moral qualities 
are not changed by adjectives or by the infinite mul- 
tiplication of individuals pursuing the same general 
course. 

But it is well at all times, in private and in public 
life, to preserve not only honor, but the appearance 
of honor— that one's actions should be so transpar- 
ently right as not to call for explanation or defense. 
Every man who cares for his reputation refrains 
often in his career from doing the thing which he 
himself feels to be morally blameless, and yet knows 
will seem to others to indicate deficiency on his part 
and compel him, in order to avoid this deduction, to 
explain and defend himself. He will remember the 
proverb "Qui s 'excuse, s'accuse," and he will recog- 
nize the fact that his own influence, his own stand- 
ing, will be impaired every time he places himself 
in a position calling for explanation or defense, how- 
ever innocent may be the act in question. 

We have been indulging in a brief homily, the 
application of which scarcely need be pointed out. 
As a nation, we have agreed that the vessels of all na- 
tions shall use the Panama Canal on equal terms. If, 
as an individual, we could enter into a like contract 
and, having obtained whatever advantages might 
flow therefrom, should repudiate the contract, we 
would be condemned for having done a dishonor- 
able act. We would very likely be compelled to 
answer for it in court; but whether this was the case 
or not, a certain part of that reputation which makes 
for a man's effectiveness in this world would have 
gone from us. 

But suppose that we verily believed we were en- 
titled to do the thing we did do, and there was color 
for our belief, but every one of our neighbors affected 
by our action entertained the opposite view and felt 
that we were taking advantage of our. strength or our 
position to break a contract, then! as a mere matter 
of good policy and waiving all question of strict re- 
liance upon our supposed rights, we would say 
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frankly, "While we believe we are justified in the 
position we might take ; while we think that you are 
wrong in questioning the exercise of what we con- 
sider our rights, nevertheless we would rather lay 
aside any insistence upon the strict letter of the law 
and preserve the universal good opinion which must, 
after all, lie at the foundation of righteous individual 
or national success." 

As we understand it, we have expressed in the fore- 
going the attitude of the President toward the Pan- 
ama Canal question, an attitude which is not 
merely one justified by the highest ethical consider- 
ations, but one which in the long run makes for the 
greatest measure of material national prosperity. 



The Mexican Crisis. 

The situation in Mexico, which was extremely acute 
for a short time — war, in fact, seeming inevitable — has 
now taken on a more hopeful aspect. For a few days 
it looked as if war had actually begun, although Presi- 
dent Wilson had all along declared that that was not 
in his thought, and that "under no conceivable circum- 
stances would we fight the people of Mexico." The 
Administration has done much to prevent actual hos- 
tilities, notwithstanding the internal disorders, the de- 
struction of property, and the violence to citizens and 
others in that distressed country, and it was devoutly 
hoped that the same policy would be persisted in. 

On April 9 an American gunboat at Tampico sent 
ashore some of her crew to procure supplies. The 
men were unarmed, and the boat carried the United 
States flag, but the town was under military law, and a 
subordinate Mexican Federal officer arrested the crew. 
As he was conducting them to jail a superior officer 
met the party and sent them back to the landing to 
await orders. Within two hours their release was 
ordered by the Huertist commander, an apology given, 
and General Huerta himself expressed his regret at 
the occurrence. Bear Admiral Mayo, not satisfied 
with the apology, demanded a salute of twenty-one 
guns to be given before 6 p. m. Sunday, April 19. Un- 
fortunately, the President supported Admiral Mayo, 
and when General Huerta insisted that he had already 
sufficiently apologized, and refused to fire the salute 
in the exact manner asked, the nation faced the peril of 
immediate war. The battleship fleet was already on 
its way to Tampico, to be ready on a moment's notice 
for action. Had the apology been accepted, as men in 
civil life are accustomed to do, and the incident passed 
over as unimportant, the honor of our country would 
have been far better conserved and the danger of a 
long and disastrous conflict avoided. 

Upon General Huerta's refusal to comply, the Presi- 
dent appeared before Congress on April 20, asking 
their approval for him to "use the armed forces of the 



United States in such ways and to Such an extent as 
may be necessary to obtain from General Huerta and 
his adherents the fullest recognition of the rights and 
dignity of the United States." He added that, in his 
mind, there was no thought of aggression or of selfish 
aggrandizement, and yet it was a fact that he had sub- 
stantially embarked upon a policy which might easily 
have ended in both. 

By a vote of 337 to 37 the House of Representatives 
passed a resolution giving the President the approval 
he requested. Opposition to the form of the resolu- 
tion developed in the Senate, and while they were de- 
bating the question practical war measures were en- 
tered upon and the peace of the country placed on a 
perilous footing. Secretary Daniels ordered Tampico 
to be invested, and at the same time Rear Admiral 
Fletcher, in command at Vera Cruz, was ordered to go 
ashore and seize the customs house to prevent the land- 
ing of a German ship which was reported about to 
arrive with a cargo of arms and ammunition for 
Huerta. Several Americans were killed, about fifty 
wounded, and many Mexicans killed in the encounters 
that followed. 

On April 22 the Senate voted, 72 to 13, in favor of 
the resolution in an amended form, disclaiming any 
hostility to the Mexican people or intention to make 
,wa,T upon them. The next day Charge O'Shaughnessy 
was given his passports by General Huerta and Charge 
Algara directed to ask for his. The Brazilian repre- 
sentative in Mexico City was put in charge of the Amer- 
ican embassy there. All possible steps were taken to 
provide for the safe conduct of all Americans out of 
Mexico. 

Since the offer of mediation, made on April 25 by the 
envoys of Argentina, Brazil, and Chile, has been ac- 
cepted by this Government, and also by the Huerta gov- 
ernment, it seems that a peaceable settlement is assured. 
General Carranza has also formally accepted the princi- 
ple of mediation, which brings all the factions into line. 
The United States and General Huerta have been asked 
by the envoys to agree to an armistice suspending all 
aggressive military movements during the period of 
negotiation, while a separate armistice between Huerta 
and Carranza will be proposed. The next step will be 
the decision by each party of what it considers satis- 
factory demands. Time for consideration has been won, 
and that, in quarrels, nearly always means peace. 

It is particularly gratifying to have had the South 
American countries make this offer of mediation, inas- 
much as their interests in the subject are even greater 
than those of Europe, and as it shows their good will 
and friendship toward the United States. The duty of 
all thinking men and women at this time is to uphold 
the hands of the peace party, and convince the leaders 



